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Section 16. (a) If a governmental body duly authorized by general or special law 1o engage in
such transaction determines that It shall rent, convey, or otherwise dispose of real property,
the governmental body shall declare the property available for disposition and shall specify ]

the restrictions, if any, that it will place on the subsequent use of the property.

(b) The guvernmental body shall determine the value of the property through procadures :

customarily accepted by the appraising profession as vaiid.

{c) A governmental body shall solicit proposals prior to: ;

(1) acquiring by purchase or rental real property or an interest therein from any person at a

cost exceeding twenty-five thousand doilars; or

(2) disposing of, by sale or rental to any pefson, real property or any interest therein,

determined in accordance with paragraph (b) to exceed twenty-five thousand dollars in value.

(d) The governmental bedy shall place an advertisement inviting the submission of proposals
in a newspaper with a circulation in the locality sufficient to inform the peoplie of the affectad
iocality, The governmental body shalt publish the advertisement at least once a week for two
consacutive weeks. The last publication shall occur at least eight days preceding the day for :
opening proposals. The advertisement shall specify the geographical area, terms and :
requirements of the proposed transaction, and the timsa and place for the submiésion of z
proposals. In the case of the acquisition or disposition of more than twenty-five hundred
square feet of real property, the governmental body shall also cause such advertisement £ be
published, at least thirty days before the opening of proposals, In the central register

published by the state secretary pursuant to section twenty A of chapter nine.
(2) The gavernmental body may shorten of waive the advertising requirement if:

(1) the governmental body determings that an emergency exists and the time required to

comply with the requirements would endanger the health or safety of the people or their
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Sections:
2.110.010 - Disposition of clly property.

2.110.010 - Disposition of city property. &°

This chapter shali appiy to the sale, transfer, lease or rental, or exchange of any city-owned property or proparty rights or intarest such as a
public easement on private property, collectively called "Disposition of City Property."20This chapter shall net apply to the transfer of real estate, or
any interest therein, to the Affordable Housing Trust for the purposes of construction of low- and medarata-income housing pursuant io M.G.L. c. 40,
5. 15A.

The purpese of this chapter is to protect the citizens of Cambridge and lo achieve fand uses thal best serve the City's public purpose.
in agditicn, when the public purpose is found to be bast served by a disposition of City proparly for a privale purpose, the Gity's abjsctive wili be 1o
receive the fair market vatue for such property, fo protect real estate vaiues, and to dispose of each property without favoritism.

No disposition of City properly shall be compleied uniess the above crileria have baer satisfied, all requirements of appiicable State law have
baen met, and the foliowing process has takan place: :

A The City Manager shall be responsible for engaging In a process that will result in a fair analysis of how the greatest public benefit can
be obtained from tha City property in question.
B. The City Manager shall prepare a repert. The report shall ba based on careful considsration of the lssues enumerated below. In the

course of preparing the report, af least one community meeting shail be heid lo discuss the issues and communily concerns and they
shail be addressad in the report. Advance nolice of such mastings shall be given o potantially affected parsons describing the
propesals under consideration. The report shall inciude the following information:

1. A description and analysis of the allemative uses for the City property, including an analysis of public benefits and drawbacks
and the financial impact of each alternative;

2 The use of the City property at the time of the recommendad disposition and any actual or projectad annual revenues or costs
assoclated with such propery;

3. The existing zoning status of the proparty and othar City, Stats, and federal laws, codes, ordinances and regulations that appiy
to it at the lime of tha recommeandad disposition and that would apply lo the various aiternative uses analyzed;

4. Any attempts lo rezone the property or to change existing iaws, codes, ordinances or regulations or Uses with regard to the

property thet have faken place within the previous five yaars;

Tha development potential of the property;

A full description of development plans proposed for the site, including traffic and parking siudies and other appropriate
analyses of the impact on the naighboring araa and the City as a whols,

7. A review of the financial arrangements being recommendead, including two independently prepared impartial appraisals of such
propary’s worth that contain an independent, good faith estimate of such property's worth to the prospactive buyer, fransferce,
or lessee.

c The City Manager shall submit the report te the Planning Board and to the City Council and City Clerk for public dissemination. The
Planning Board shall hoid a public hearing not sooner than iwo weeks afier rocelpt of the repert, and after study, shail submit its
recommendation to the City Managar for submission to the City Council. .

b The City Council shali hold a public hearing within six weeks of receipt of the City Manager's racommendation and the Planning Board
repor,

E. Alieast fourteen days prior fo the public hearings by the Planning Beard and the City Counctl, the City Clerk shall post notice of the
hearings af various conspicuous locations upon the City property, giving the purpose of the hearing in detail, and shail sand this written
nofice to the ownars of property and renters, lisled on the apnual street list or on the assessor's records, within three hundred faet of
the Gity property.

The City Clerk shall notify civic groups and neighberhood associations who may be affscled by orinlerested in such disposition
af Clty proparly and shall publish notice of said hearings in nawspapsrs of generai circulation within Cambridge at least fourteen days
prior to the date of each said hearing.

F. The disposition of City properiy shall raquire a 2/3 vote of the City Council.

G For the disposition of city propariy that is of such fittle significance thal the above described process would be unduly burdensome, the
City Manager may request of the City Council a diminution of this process. Approval of such a raquest shall require a 213 vote of the
City Council,

(Orel, 1105, 1950)
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; property; provided, however, that the governmental body shall state the reasons for declaring i

: the emergency In the central register at the earliest epportunity; or

(2) in the case of 3 propesed acquisition, the governmental body determines in writing that
advertising will not benefit the governmenta! body's interest because of the unique qualities or
location of the property needed. The determination shall spedfy the manner in which the ‘
property proposed for acquisition satisfies the unique requirements. The governmental body
shall publish the determination and the reasons for the determination, along with the names :
of the parties having a beneficial interest in the property pursuant to section forty ) of chapter

seven, the location and size of the praperty, and the propesed purchase price or rental werms,
in the central register not less than thirty days before the governmental body executes a

binding agreement to acquire the property,

() Proposals shall be opened publicly at the time and place designated in the advertisement.
The governmental body shall submit the name of the person selected as party to a real
property transaction, and the amount of the transaction, to the state secretary for publication 1

in the central register. 1

{g) If the governmenta! body decides to dispose of property at a price less than the value as :
determined pursuant to paragraph (b), the governmental body shall publish netice of its
decision In the central register, axplaining the reasons for its decision and disclosing the

difference between such vaiue and the price to be received. i

{h} This section shall not apply to the rental of restdential property to gualified tenants by a

housing authority o a community development authority,

{1} Acquisttions or dispesitions of real praperty or any interest thergin pursuant to this section
hetween governmental bodles and the federal government, the commonwealth or any of its
political subdivisians or another state or political subdivision thereof shall be subject to

subsections (a), {b) and {g).

Shteer £ Hidle Sofe bap

Mass.gov | Site Map ! Terms of Use | Privacy Policy | Accesstoilily Siatement | Gontact Us

Gopyrighl © 2012 The General Court, All Righls Reserved

Lttmn s Hvwrvsrenr mantamialatiiera ~ntr/T arva/ianaral T avie/PartT /Tl alTT /T hantar 30R/SNertinn 14 12/3/20172



	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3

